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Drag in all it’'s forms has been with us a
long time. In the theater | can remember
the famous Kiwis from New Zealand (and
that’s dating me!) - in our own sphere
there was the old Purple Onion --- and the
original Les Girls. But drag lost a lot of
it's fun when the boys stopped wanting
to be /ire girls and set about doing their
damndest, with the help of hormones and

sullcone to be girls! The ‘stars’, like Syd-
ney’s Carlotta make it - and win you

anyhow -- but 80% of them just come

across as vulgar travesties. | will no doubt
be setting myself up for a tirade of vit-
rlollc abuse for saying so, and to add fur-
ther fuel to the fire, | think Les Lee (Mr.)

at Jools Theater Restaurant could show
them all a trick or two!

Of the handful of drag queens, female im-
pressionists, female impersonators, call
‘em what you will, that have made the In-
ternational scene, Les Lee was the only
one | had not seen. Thanks to Dawn, of
Jools, who managed to twist his arm,
slightly, when she met him in Cannes last

year and bring him back to our sunny
shores, | have now corrected that.

The U.S. has the incredible Charles Pierce
- who packed Carnegie Hall with his show,
(and perhaps someone may someday br-
ing him here, please) and his Carmen Mir-
anda and Jeanette McDonald pieces will
long remain in my memory. England has

Danny La Rue -- Australia has lracey
Lee and in Europe, it’s Les Lee. (no relat-

ion, though they are good friends and
have worked together in the old days)

A native Canadian, Les is charming and
wonderfully friendly --- and loads of fun
to talk with. Having seen his show at
Jools which follows the Clap revue, | just
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That short chat lasted four hours!

Les opens his act with mime --- the stand-
ard Cabaret numbers that have been done
so many times before —- but what a dif-
ference --- the gestures, the quivering lips,
the eyes, are fantastic. But not up close!
The sound at Jools is divorced from the
performer and those at ringside get a biz-
arre effect that totally destroys the illus-
ion. So | moved back to the center of the
house where the effect is more complete.
His Liza Minelli’s Cabaret is perfect in de-
tails - but the act becomes something
else again when Les becomes a woman --
he uses his own voice, nothing spectac-
ular as voices go, but it creates the correct
illusion ---- he becomes totally believable

as a woman. With a blue wig and blue
feather boa and sequinned dress, | had be-
fore me a picture right out of the center
color spread of After Dark.

Pity then, that this beautiful vision had to
be frequently interupted by Les’s remind-
er to the audience that he is indeed a
man. At one stage after a somewhat over-
long number featuring 10,000 yards of
black chiffon, he removes all, including
his wig just to reassure the mums and
dads that he really is what he claims to
be. | was immediately reminded of the
old days in the States where it was comp-
ulsory by law to remove the wig after
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each number.

We in the gay society who have our own
drag stars and are probably well acquaint-

ed with this form of entertainment, poss-
ibly find these reminders to the audience
somewhat unnecessary --- but one forgets
that the Les Lees and Tracey Lees are cat-
ering to straight audiences; that their ill-
usions are so good probably requires their
demasking just to assure the audience
that they are indeed seeing what the post-
ers claim ---- a guy as a girl.

So, while these interruptions are in Les’s
act, there is-still plenty there to marvel
at. The costumes are superb --- and he IS
dying to use more of the )2 ton of them
he flew out with him, he later told me. As
a performer he made me feel warm and
pleasant --- he is very easy to watch and
involve with. He also has what could be a
good line of patter through his act that
bubbles like champagne ---- but that dread
-fully dull audience was too stupefied to

respond -- and when Les told_the room he

was from Montreal, some croaky, beer
accented French emanated from the dim
rear. A half empty house -- a dead aud-
ience - and a ‘French’ drunk -- it takes a
pro to beat that!

Later, in talking with Les, | was to dis-
cover he started his present career at 19,

quite by accident. | was a dress designer

and | went to a costume ball, believe it
or not, in drag -- and someone saw me
and offered me a job in New York --and |
was very upset; ‘Me a drag queen!!
Never!’ -- and here | am one of the biggest
of them!” -

Referring to the type of audience to wh-
ich he had just played, | asked if that was
his metier or did he prefer a gay audience;
“Either way...it doesn’t matter. | can up-
set the straight people or laugh it up with
the kids. Normally | work in gay clubs ---
| worked in a gay restaurant/club in Can-
nes for 7 years and before that Paris ---
Paris is my home now - " Did he prefer
mime or his own voice? “l start off with a

little mime and try as much as possibe to

look like the person -- and wear fabulous
costumes -- because that's what the peop-

le who pay to come in want to see -- 2
boy in clothes a woman can’t wear ---and
| do that for a while and then work up to
my own act, using my own voice -- that’s
what | really like - that’s the real me
then ---- | hate mime”

| ventured the opinion that this must sure
-ly be the next step now for Australia.
Drag acts using their own voices. Les said
that actually, overseas, it was all mime ag-
ain because the cost of orchestras had be-
come prohibitive. But his act at jools uses
prerecorded orchestral backing -- so why
not that?

“The reason | do it is that there are soO

few who can -- they’re too wrapped up In
being women --- and then they 're not fe-
male impersonators anymore. I'm the
only one left out of the original Carousel
(Europe) group who has remained a boy!
All the rest have had the hormone treat-
ment. | think when they take hormones

their whole character changes. They be-
come ... too woman ... and once you for-

get you're a boy you lose all that sparkie

that female impersonators have sending
themselves up --- because that's what pe-
ople want. If you dont send yourself up
they’re going to send you up!”

Basically he was not interested in being a
woman then, | proposed, he was quite
happy being a man. ‘“Very happy! You
can go anywhere as a man --- you can't go
as a woman.”’

And what of Sydney? A tired old quest-
ion perhaps, but none-the-less; I find
Sydney very much like San Francisco --
the hills -- the bay -- the gay scene -- even
the clubs. There are some pretty wild
clubs here in Sydney --- very wild!"" And
Sydney drag shows? ‘| went to see Les
Girls but was very disappointed. | saw
them in Hong Kong 5 years ago and was
very impressed --- but now --- . | was how-
ever very impressed by the M.C., was it --
Josie --? Capriccios was excellent for that
type of show --- all mime --- It was very
well done!”

We had already rapped on for a long wh-
ile and now the staff were getting anxious

to go home, so before we set off to see
another of Sydney’s wild clubs, | asked
what the future had in store for him.
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Well, eventually he hopes to be back in
Paris before next Christmas, after he has
done a working tour of Australia, which,
he is most anxious to see. In the immed-
iate future he will be at Jools for some
months to come yet and in that time
hopes to see the restaurant return to it’s
gay heydays -—if only on Sundays at le-
ast. He has plans for muscle man contests,
gsay costume balls, perhaps even an ama-
teur night for aspiring drag queens. The
- management has given him the go ahead --
- 50 if you're at a loose end on Sunday eve-
nings, go along to Jools for it certainly
looks like it will be where it is all at. Les
still has 500 Ibs. of costumes he is dying
to show off (his Marlene Dietrich will
stun you) so let him entertain you. See
you at the costume ball in March!
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Bob Kiggins, the San Francisco col-
umnist for Advocate newspaper, re-

ports that BETTE MIDLER, back on

the boards after her recent appendect-
omy, ‘‘obviously weary and repeatedly
apologetic’” and (revealing) ‘“that some
legends are indeed, mortal.”
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Nevertheless the Divine Ms. M scored
with ‘‘devastatingly on target humor’:
- “Sheer will power, charisma and aud-
ience control’”’ made up for what she
lacked in energy and total voice con-
trol. The correspondent summed it up
as a vivid, emotional and very funny , s
concert. ; ¥4 Taads . 4 ¥ o

Aussie fans of Bette will soon be able
to purchase her latest release on
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